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THE TRIBAL TRIBUTE

1149 Hijri— 1736 A.D.
Source: Abdullah Saleh Abo Zabnah

The Text

Praise be to Allah. The elders of Al Ula attended on
behalf of their people, from newborns to old ones
and they allied with Abdullah Bin Saleh Ali Dwaibah
from the Tawalah. The dead people will bequeath
this alliance to living ones. The borders of the
alliance extend from the town of Khaibar, south of Al
Ula, to the town of Al Ula. The Tawalah shall have a
gift of Al Ula's palms. If an emergency accident
occurs against one of the people of Al Ula and the
Tawalah defends them, the gift will be increase and
the borders of the alliance gift will expanded to the
borders of Tabuk in the north. They agreed and
reconciled, and the elders of Dwaibah can come
back. The elders of Al Ula witnessed it in addition to
Shohail and some attendees in the council of
Abdullah Bin Saleh, who vouched for them. It was
written by Judge Ameen Bin Ahmed in Rabi I — 1149
Hijri.

Explanations:

The tribal tribute is limited time truce and
reconciliation document; it may extend to days or
many years until solving the issue and reach
reconciliation among the quarreled parties.
Murdering or defilement cases lead this kind of
tribute. After reaching and agreeing for a tribute,
a voucher person will be appointed in order to
guarantee the commitment of the tribute’s
agreement; this person plays a key role to
achieve the success of this tribute which depends
on the strength of his relationships, influence and
social status between both sides. The document
clarifies an ancient tribute between the people of
Al Ula and Sheikh Abdullah Bin Saleh Bin Al
Dwaibah; he was the elder of Dwaibah from Al
Tawalah clan from Weld Ali from Enazah that
settled in the south of Al Ula. The content of this
document demonstrates that it was about a
tribute for a murder case between the two
parties and the living people will inherit it from
the dead ones, a metaphor that indicates long
lasting alliance. It includes the people of Al Ula
with all age groups, from newborns to old people.
The tribute will be paid to Al Tawalah from a
number of farms in Al Ula. In addition, the
document indicated that some of Dwaibah
family’s elders have the right to return to Al Ula
once again. Eventually, everyone was reconciled
and agreed with the testimony of the elders of Al Ula
who attended this tribute meeting and Shohail,
perhaps one of Weld Ali’s elders. Sheikh Abdullah Bin
Dwaibah vouched for everyone in this document. It
was written by Judge Ameen in 1149 Hijri.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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AL SWEHA COUNCIL

1107 Hijri — 1695 A.D.
Source: Abdullah Saleh Abo Zabnah

The Text

Praise be to Allah; I ask Allah’s forgiveness for my sins.
After disprove and prove what had happened between
Ahmed Bin Mohammed Bin Saeed and his brother Jum‘a,
they complained to Ibrahim Bin Jum’a for the Dwairah
house that Ahmed had bought from Hwaij's son. Jum‘a
said, “Yes, it's my house; I bought it. Ahmed, you don't
have any right on it”". He added, “Ahmed, the house
belongs to me; it was me who paid its price and you
witnessed on that. You wrote the paper of the sale under
your nhame when I was not there” Mohammed and Saeed
know that Ahmed is a debtor to Jum’a. By the
attendance of a group of people on Al Sweha Council:
They are Abdullah Bin Mohammed Saleh, Ahmed Bin
Aamer Bin Issa, Saad Bin Hamad Bin Oun and others.
Then, we subtracted from Ahmed and Jum’a forty-seven;
it was the remaining from Jum’a for the house. He talked
to a group of people: they are Judge Ameen, Abdullah
Bin Mohammed Saleh, Ahmed Bin Aamer, Ahmed Bin
Dakhilullah, Hamdan Bin Mohammed Wada'an and
Abdullah Abo Zabnah, his younger brother. Jum’a stated
that Abdullah decided to contribute to the house’s price.
The total amount was sixty-four pence: four pence and
one-third to Abdullah and four pence and one-third to
Saeed. For the house that Ahmed and Jum’a bought, it
became four shares: to Ahmed, Jum’a, Saeed and
Abdullah. Their family’s notables reached a settlement
between them by the paper that groups them for this
house; they witnessed that. It was written by Ibrahim
Bin Jum’a. May Allah forgive them all and all Muslims.
The writer of the paper was Ibrahim Bin Jum‘a. I declare
that it ended with reconciliation in 1107 Hijri.

Explanations:

The council house is a place for the daily meetings
for the people of Al Ula. It is also a place to host the
guests who come to the town from the surrounding
deserts. They stay with the clan’s elder on the
council house during their residence in the town.
Moreover, the council house used to be a seat for
the clan’s regular meetings in addition to resolving
disputes and reconciling between litigants of the clan
in order not to let the problem reaches the judiciary
or creates a dilemma. Many houses in Al Ula became
councils for the clans. Among the famous council
houses in the old town of Al Ula is Al Sweha council
house in Jubail, near the castle; it belongs to Sheikh
Ibrahim Bin Jum’a Bin Ibrahim Bin Issa Bin Bager,
the elder of Al Ali clan.

This document was about achieving reconciliation
between some brothers where the dispute was about
one of their houses. The notables of their family
reached a settlement between them. Eventually,
everyone was given his right. The document was
witnessed by the notables of the family and written
by the clan’s elder, who was the council owner.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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BIN AAMER ARENA

1310 Hijri — 1892 A.D.
Source: Abdullah Saleh Abo Zabnah

The Text

The paper of the mortgage of Ahmed Bin Abo
Zabnah’s house and Iragia orchard.

Praise be to Allah. Hamad Bin Jum’a Abo
Zabnah attended. He declared that he
mortgaged his house on the arena (rahba) to
Mohammed Bin Suleiman Sabbah with his
orchard Iragia, including the land, palms, the
built areas, the non-built areas and its
entrances. He will take care of the farm as
they agreed. The term of the mortgage is
eight years for the house and farm. Both of
them are in one mortgage. It is compatible
with Al Ula’s mortgages. The price is thirty six
Zer Mahboob that are free of defects. The half
must be paid on Rajab or he will pay Kail
(almost 2.5 kg) of barley for every pence. It
was witnessed by Ahmed Bin Hamad, Khalifa
Bin Mugbel, Awdah Bin Hamad Alhiri and
Hussein Bin Mohammed Bin Ibrahim Odah;
Allah is the best witness. It was written by
Judge Rashid Bin Judge Ahmed in 1310 Hijri.
Hamad Bin Jum’a Abo Zabnah added thirty-
two Zer Mahboob to the aforementioned
mortgage, free of defects. Suleiman Bin Ateeq
withessed it; Allah is the best witness. It was
written by Judge Rashid Bin Al Qadi Ahmed in
1310 Hijri.

Explanations:

This document talks about a house mortgage
transaction in the Bin Aamer arena, which is a
well-known place in the old town of Al Ula.
The arena (rahba) is a place between the
intersections of roads inside the town. The
mortgage includes an orchard called Iraqia.
The mortgage term was set at eight years,
which indicates that the man wants to migrate
to the Levant. This is what actually happened
where he needs some money for the long
journey’s expenses. The amount of the
mortgage was thirty-six Zer Mahboob, a
golden currency that was coined during the
era of the Ottoman Sultan Mahmoud II. The
term “free of defects” meaning that the coins
have no damage, no crook or no defects.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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HOSNI CITADEL

1340 Hijri — 1921 A.D.
Source: Abdulaziz Bin Abdul Mohsen Al Qobali

The Text
Sharia court of Al Ula stamps

With Allah’s help and generosity...the Legitimate Agent...Bin Ahmed
Jazaerli

This is a legal deed issued during the Sharia sitting that was set in
the court of Al Ula, which annexed to Madinah by the
aforementioned respected legitimate agent with his stamp; may
Allah blesses him. A group of men attended who have the full
legitimate traits; they are Hassan, Hosni (sons of Rashid Bin Hassan
Al Qobali) and Saleh Bin Yassin Al Qobali. They reside in Ashogeg
neighborhood, Al Ula and they are Muslims who belong to the
Hashemite Arab Government. They work in trading. During their
attendance, Hassan said, “"We have a joint land between Hosni and
me and our cousin Saleh: a half of it belongs to our cousin Saleh,
and the other half belongs to Hosni and me”. The land, which is
called Al Zahira, is located in Ashogeg neighborhood. To the south,
it is bounded by the lands of Jlewi's sons and Mohammed Bin
Abdullah Nassif; to the north, it is bounded by the lands of
Mohammed Bin Taleb Budair’s sons and Al Awaidaat; to the east, it
is bounded by Al Awaidaat; to the west, it is bounded by the road.
The half of land belongs to the mentioned men (the half of their
neighbor according to an agreement among them). He added,
“Since we own this land, we ask the Sharia court to issue a legal
deed for this property”. When Hosni and Saleh were asked to verify
what Hassan said about their ownership of the land by conveying
what supports their claim, they brought three witnesses who have
the full legitimate traits capacity to witness. These men were Saleh
Bin Ahmed Saleh, Jum’a Bin Ahmed Issa and Izoh Bin Ibrahim
Farahn. The mentioned men reside in Ashogeg neighborhood, Al
Ula and they are Muslims who belong to the Hashemite Arab
Government and Saleh works in farming while Jum’a and Izoh work
in trading. Attending the sitting, they were asked about what
Hassan had declared, on behalf of his brother Hosni and his cousin
Saleh regarding their ownership of the land. Each witness
confirmed what Hassan declared is correct. In addition, they
witnessed that Al Zahira land, which was mentioned with its four
borders, belongs legally to Rashid Al Qobali’s sons Hosni and
Hassan as well as their cousin Saleh Bin Yassin Al Qobali; half of
the land belongs to Rashid’s sons and the other half to Saleh Bin
Yassin. In addition, they stated that there is no one can object to
this ownership and they have no other partner on this ownership.
Allah witnessed this sitting. Those are the testimonies that we
have; Allah knows the best. After the testimony of the witnesses
that conform to the lawsuit, the judgment was passed, from my
side, regarding that Al Zahira land that was mentioned with its four
borders. The price is estimated to be two hundred and thirty Majidi.
Half of the land belongs to Saleh Bin Yassin and the other half to
Hosni and Hassan; the land is a joint property among them. They
can act in it as they like and no one can object to this ownership.
The meeting rose in 23-Muharam-1340 Hijri; may peace of Allah be
upon his prophet Mohammed.

Explanations:

If we check the chronological order of Al Ula’s documents, we can see a
kind of writing, documenting and editing improvements in this document.
As well as using new words and terms, that had never been use before
when writing documents. Moreover, it demonstrates an image of this
development such as establishing the Sharia courts in the town of Al Ula.
The document talks about a request was made to the court by Hassan,
Hosni (sons of Rashid Bin Hassan Al Qobali) and their cousin Saleh; it was
about issuing a legal deed regarding Al Zahira land that located in the
north of the old town of Al Ula with the witness of some men. The land's
bordering and description was noted in the document. However, the
document depended on the ancient method of describing as in the buying
and selling deeds of Al Ula. In other words, the name of the land Zahira,
was enough. The land’s area therefore was not mentioned in the
document, as was prevalent in the ancient documents of the people of Al
Ula. The judge issued a legal deed. Sheikh Abdulaziz Bin Abdul Mohsen
Bin Ibrahim Al Qobali stated that this document refers to the ownership of
the citadel located in the north of the old town of Al Ula, which is called
Hosni Al Qobali citadel.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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BUYING AND SELLING
OF THE SPRINGS’ WATER

1341 Hijri — 1922 A.D.
Source: Abdulaziz Bin Abdul Mohsen
Al Qobali

The Text

Praise be to Allah; in 29-Dhul Hijjah-1341
Hijri, the wise man Mohammed Bin Ahmed
Bin Juhaish attended and declared that he
sold to Hosni Bin Rashid Al Qobali a quarter
of water share including its occupying and
other obligations that related to the spring.
The price is twenty Majidi; Mohammed
received it. The sale was confirmed when
the seller said, “I'm selling it” And the
buyer said, “I'm buying it". At seven
o'clock, the share is a quarter-sixth of water
share. Mohammed Bin Musa Issa and Jaber
Bin Mohammed Asokkar witnessed it in 29-
Dhul Hijjah-1341. Ahmed  Juhaish
acknowledges that ....

Also, Hosni takes later a quarter-sixth of
water share at four o'clock from Al
Alawnah’s share in case the spring is
divided, but he will resign it legally in case
it is not divided. The witnesses testified it in
29-Dhul Hijjah-1341.

Explanations:

When new springs were extracted, their
water is distributed to the springs’ owners
who worked to extract them according to
the laws and customs that are followed by
the people of Al Ula. After extracting the
springs and water starts flowing, a law is
occurred to manage and take care of the
spring consistently. In addition, the owners
of water have the right to sell their shares
of it under conditions and laws that
determine the occupying of the spring,
period of utilizing and amount of water
according to what the owner possesses in
that spring. This document clarifies that
Hosni Bin Rashid Bin Hassan Al Qobali
purchased a water share in the Hamidiya
spring from Ahmad Juhaish including its
occupying, duties and obligations for
twenty Majidi.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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KING ABDULAZIZ’
APPOINTMENTS

1347 Hijri — 1928 A.D.
Source: Abdulaziz Bin
Abdul Mohsen Al Qobali

The Text
In the name of Allah the Merciful

This letter was written on Monday, 16-Jumada
[-1347 Hijri. Suleiman Bin Hussein Budair
attended, who have the full legitimate traits.
He said, “I sold my orchard in Ashogeg
neighborhood to Hosni Bin Rashid Al Qobali”.
It was called Al Tholthah. To the south, it is
bounded by Saleh Bin Ahmed Saleh’s land; to
the east and north, it is bounded by Saleh
Monhi’s land; to the west, it is bounded by the
passageway”. He added, “The price of the
orchard is eighty-eight Shoshi Riyal; I received
half of the price and I still need the other half
from the buyer, no more no less. This orchard
now belongs to Hosni and no one can object
to this ownership. I witness that on myself”.
Ahmed Howaikem and Suleiman Albadraan
attended and witnessed it in 16-Jumada I-
1347 Hijri; Allah is the best witness.

Only twenty-two pence is collected as fees ...
The Financial Officer ... Ali Junaid

It was written by the Legitimate Agent
Homaidi Bin Abdulaziz Arodiaan, assigned by
King Abdulaziz Bin Saud; May Allah blesses
him.

Explanations:

After the unifier of the Arab Peninsula (King
Abdulaziz may Allah have mercy on him)
had unified the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
He started establishing and building the
official  institutions of the kingdom.
Moreover, many of the men of King
Abdulaziz resided in Al Ula and worked in
some new government departments. For
the town of Al Ula, King Abdulaziz
appointed Sheikh Algadi Al Hamidi Arodiaan
as a judge, Mr. Ali Junaid worked in the
financial sector and Sheikh Suleiman
Albadraan worked in the education sector.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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SHOSHI RIYAL

1347 Hijri — 1928 A.D.
Source: Abdulaziz Bin Abdul Mohsen Al Qobali

The Text

In the name of Allah the Merciful

This letter was written on Saturday, 19-Jumada II-1347
Hijri. Mohammed Saleh Abdulkareem attended, who have
the full legitimate traits. He said, “I sold my orchard,
which called Al Sheikh’s well to Hosni Bin Rashid Al
Qobali”. To the south, it is bounded by Ahmed Saleh
Abdul Kareem’s land; to the north, it is bounded by
Suleiman Omer Abdulkareem and his brother
Mohammed'’s land; to the east, it is bounded by Bakheet
Hawayan’s land; to the west, it is bounded by the
market. In addition, the sale includes a quarter share of
cold water of the Atiah spring that will be taken every
twenty-eight days. He added, “The price of the orchard is
ninety-four Shoshi riyal; I received the total amount. The
orchard with the mentioned water share now belongs to
Hosni, the aforementioned person and no one can object
to this ownership. I witness that on myself”. Abdullah
Ghandar and Mohammed Ali Jarullah attended and
witnessed in 19-Jumada II-1347 Hijri; Allah is the best
witness.

Only twenty-three pence and a half is collected as fees ...
the Financial Officer of Al Ula.

It was written by the Legitimate Agent Homaidi Bin
Abdulaziz Arodiaan, assigned by King Abdulaziz Bin Saud;
May Allah blesses him.

The stamp of the Sharia Court of Al Ula.

Explanations:

In the early founding of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, buying and selling used to be done by using
different currencies that were prevalent in that
period. Among those currencies was known the
Shoshi riyal or Abo Shushah, which is the French
riyal that carried a picture of the Austrian Queen
Theresa with her curly hair. The people of Al Ula
used to say, “Be patient on Um Shushah until the
engraved comes”. As a metaphor that referred to the
silver riyal Abo Shushah and the English golden
pound. King Abdulaziz, may Allah have mercy on
him, issued a royal decree on 02-03-1350 Hijri,
07/19/1931 A.D., that the Saudi government is going
to purchase all kinds of currencies from people.
Therefore, the governors and financial officers
bought all kinds of currencies that people owned and
replaced them with the new Saudi currency, which is
the Saudi pence. The royal decree determined the
price of the foreign currencies against the Saudi
pence as follows:

Common Foreign
Currency
Ottoman lira (Majidi)
French riyal (Shoshi)
Arabian riyal
English pound
Indian rupee

Equivalent of the New
Saudi Currency
190 common pence
11 common pence
22 common pence
220 common pence
15 common pence

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE HAMIDIYA SPRING

1348 Hijri — 1929 A.D.
Source: Abdulaziz Bin Abdul Mohsen
Al Qobali

The Text

In the name of Allah the Merciful

Praise be to Allah; peace of Allah is above his
last prophet. This letter was written in 8-
Safar-1348 Hijri. Fares Bin Abdu Al Qobali
attended, who have the full legitimate traits.
He declared, “I sold what I had owned in Al
Hamidiya spring. The sale includes my share
on the spring that is one-eighth on
Wednesdays in addition to the land, palms
and trees. To the south, it is bounded by
Bader Arikah’s land; to the north, it is
bounded by Hamed Al Qobali’s land; to the
east, it is bounded by passageway; to the
west, it is bounded by what bounds the
people of the spring. The quantity of the
Nagail palms are four that located between
Ahmed Al Qobali and Bader Arikah’s land; they
are attached to the sale”. The seller stipulates
to the buyer that he has a passageway and
spring water that crossing the eastern land
and the mentioned passageway crossing with
the mentioned passageway. The price of this
one-eighth share is a hundred and forty
Shoshi riyal. The buyer is Hosni Bin Rashid Al
Qobali and the seller received the full amount
of the sale. This letter was written by Hamdi
Bin Mustafa Shoqgair in 8-Safar-1348 Hijri;
Allah grants success.

Witness
Hamdi Mohammed | Ibrahim Dakhilullah
Shogair | Abo Bin Bin
Amenah Abdullah Abdullatif
Bin Noah Aljehni

Explanations:

The Hamidiya spring was extracted in 1315 Hijri,
1897 A.D. by the people of Al Ula. The document
clarifies that the method of assigning agricultural
ownership to the spring as a process is used to
identify locations and places. Each spring has
known borders of agricultural holdings that the
current spring irrigates. It was witnessed by a
group of witnesses from the people of Hamidiya
and it was written by Hamdi Shoqgair, may Allah
rest their souls in peace.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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JOINING AL KHAYABRAH
BROTHERHOOD (KHAWAH)

1142 Hijri— 1729 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Bin
Abdulrahman Al Imam

The Text

Praise be to Allah alone. Ramadan
Bin Ahmed Bin Hamed bought Al
Khayabrah brotherhood that is in
Khaibar from Doghaileb Bin Hodijan.
He bought the brotherhood for four
camels; it was a valid and legal sale
that happened with the testimony of
Bin Sogair. Jum’a Bin Ibrahim
witnessed on Doghaileb Bin Hodijan.
Ibn Eid and Ibn Bteh Bin Soqgair was
the guarantor of the two parties. It
was written by Judge Ameen Bin
Allan on 1142 Hijri.

Explanations:

The “Khawah” means joining a
brotherhood; it is an ancient tribal
custom that was prevalent in the
Arabian lands that means joining the
brotherhood to be under the
protection of one of two sides. The
brotherhood has immutable laws that
can be sold, bought or transferred
from one party to another with the
agreement of both sides. This
document clarifies an example of
buying and selling the brotherhood
between two sides of the Enazah
Tribe; the price was four camels, one
of them had been already delivered.
Ibn Eid and Ibn Bteh Bin Sogair was
the guarantor that the buyer will pay
the remaining amount.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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ONE-THIRD OF THE HERITAGE

1194 Hijri — 1780 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman
Al Imam

The Text

Praise be to Allah alone. Mefawez Bin
Hassan Bin Awn sold his share of Jahbal
including the built parts, non-built parts,
highland parts, the Tamarisk trees and
every interior and exterior; it runs from
north to south of the area. He sold it to
Ibrahim Bin Jum’a Bin Ibrahim and his
brother’s son, Salem, for a hundred and
sixty pence. The selling was valid and legal.
The seller received the amount; the buyer
received the property and acted in it.
Mefawez Bin Hassan testified to himself. It
was testified by Saad Bin Ahmed Bin
Aamer, Ahmed Bin Mohammed Bin
Salamah, Abdulsalam Bin Awdah Bin Saad
Bin Hamad Bin Aamer and Dakhilullah Bin
Awdah Bin Zaifullah. It was written by
Judge Issa Bin Salman Bin Abdullah in 1194
Hijri. The girls already took their share from
Jahbal. If anyone bothers Jum’a’s children,
Mefawez will compensate them with his
own money. The same rule applies if
anyone bothers them on their share, the
built parts, non-built parts and every
interior and exterior. He testified to himself
and the testimony of the aforementioned
witnesses and it was written by Judge Issa
Bin Salman in 1194 Hijri. The share was
from one-third of their grandfather’s
heritage, Ali. It was written by Judge Issa
Bin Salman in 1194 Hijri.

Explanations:

Sheikh Ali Bin Baker, the great-
grandfather of the Al Ali clan,
bequeathed one-third of his property
from palm and water in Al Ula valley to
his descendants. The document indicates
that one of Sheikh Ali's descendants,
Ibrahim Bin Jum’a Bin Ibrahim, already
repurchased their property from Sheriff
Mefawez Bin Awn when there was an
urgent need to sell it.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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FALLAH'S WELL

1203 Hijri — 1788 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman
Al Imam

The Text

Praise be to Allah alone. Hamad Bin Jum‘a
Bin Mohammed Abo Zabnah sold his share
of the land including the building and the
plants of Hamdan Bin Wada'an to the sons
of Ibrahim Bin Jum’a and sons of Bin Jum’a,
in addition to his share of the narrow-sided
passageway. It is bordered to the south by
Ahmed Fallah's well, to the east by the
Dol'a (a mountain), and to the east by the
Washawishah lands. The buyers will give a
Tamarisk tree and the western Assyrian
plum tree to Hamad Bin Jum’a. Hamad
testified to himself. Saleh Bin Mansour and
Mutair Bin Saleh also witnessed. The price
is what have already been agreed on to be
a valid and legal sale. It was written by
Saad Bin Ahmed Bin Aamer in 1203 Hijri.

Explanations:

This document considered as a deed of sale
between parties of the Al Ali clan: Hamad Bin
Jum’a Abo Zabnah, the sons of Ibrahim Bin
Jum’a and the sons of Salem Bin Jum’a, who
are the family of Abdulwahed. The land was
sold including the buildings and plants. The
seller required buyers to leave him a Tamarisk
tree and an Assyrian plum tree to benefit him
after the sale. The document clarifies the
boundaries of the land: the narrow-sided
passageway and Ahmed Falah’s well, which is
the famous Sawani well in the Old Al Ula. The
land is bounded on the west by the Dol’,
which means the western mountain of the
town; the eastern boundary of the land was
determined with the Washawishah lands, who
are the Shemlaan from the well-known
Waheba clan in Al Ula. The document did not
specify the amount of the sale as a reference
to prior settlements between them. However,
it mentioned the names of the withesses from
Al Mutair family: the Bin Eid family, from the
Zabon, Saleh Bin Mansour and from the
Waheba clan. Additionally, it was written by
Saad Bin Ahmed Bin Aamer who wrote many
historical documents during his life.
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AL ALI MOSQUE

1242 Hijri — 1826 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Bin
Abdulrahman Al Imam

The Text

Praise be to Allah alone. It was
proved that Musa Bin Saad Bin
Aamer had assigned Mubarak Bin
Abdulwahed to take his place in
the Mosque. Musa has half of the
one-sixth share of the Mosque’s
water; the rest is for Mubarak.
Musa is planning to travel; if he
comes back, Mubarak will hand him
the Mosque again. That was what
they had been agreed on. They
testified on themselves. Anmed Bin
Mohammed  Bin  Abdulkareem
witnessed and wrote it in 1242
Hijri.

Explanations:

The Al Ali Mosque, located south
of the citadel, is also known as
the Northern Mosque or the
Middle Mosque. When Sheikh
Musa Bin Saad Bin Aamer, also
known as Al Rais (the boss),
wanted to travel to Egypt to work
there, he recommended that one
of his people who is Mubarak Bin
Abdulwahed to be responsible for
the Mosque and call for prayer on
behalf of him until he comes
back. Besides, he has the right to
benefit from part of the springs’
water that was gifted to the
Mosque.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE ENDOWMENT (WAKF)
OF THE
NORTHERN MOSQUE

1247 Hijri — 1831 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Bin
Abdulrahman Al Imam

The Text

Praise be to Allah alone. Saad Bin
Musa Al Aamer, Suleiman Bin Sweri
and Ali Bin Sweri’s sons gifted two of
their shares of the Almurrah spring
water to be run during the day to the
northern Mosque and its tank: at
night it will run a quarter of one-sixth
and two shares at daytime. Imam
Ahmed Bin Imam Jum’a will watch
the spring water of Al Aamer:
Almurrah spring. Ali Bin Ahmed Bin
Saeed Bin Abuhorair and Mohammed
Bin Jum’a Kareem witnessed it. It
was written by Abdullah Bin Ibrahim
Bin Ibrahim Bin Youssef in 1247 Hijri.

Explanations:

Islam has legislate the endowment
rule (wakf) to save money from loss,
sustain the goodness among people
and invest money in various
benevolent means. The document
indicates that members of Al Aamar
family, from the Al Ali clan, have
gifted some of their share of the
spring’s water to the northern
Mosque, also known as the Al Al
Mosque. Besides, they assigned
water to fill the Mosque’s tank for
drinkers and appointed a watcher for
the endowment who is Sheikh
Ahmed Bin Imam Jum’a.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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AL FAQIR CITADEL

Source: Mohammed Bin
Abdulrahman Al Imam

The Text

The best peace and honor to the
respected Juma Al Imam, may Allah
bless you. Our greetings are also to
Mohammed, Ali, Ahmed and Awdah Bin
Ismail. We want to inform you that we
sent a bag with Shar‘abi and there is
another one in Fagir. Send Salem to us
with a sheep and Jamood (dried-cooked
yogurt) that you received. Also, send to
us some bran. For the dried food, we
were busy and forgot to ask for bags; fill
them in bags. Be sure to send one sheep
with Salem to the sheeps’ wells. When
the season of Jerdah (food supplies that
used to be sent the pilgrimage) will
come, bring how much money you can
with you.

That was everything, regards.

For the bran, it is very important to be
sent. Additionally, take ten Riyals from
Yaseen if he does not bring the year's
harvest to us. We have sixty pence as a
debt from Ibn Hakeem; take it from him.
Hajj Mahmoud Kamel Taleb

Explanations:

Al Faqir citadel is located on the Shami
pilgrimage trail, southern of Al Ula, on the
northwest corner of Al Moghira, formerly
known as the sheeps’ wells. The citadel was
considered as one of the most important
citadels on the old pilgrimage road: It had
significant  importance in  supplying
pilgrimage, travelers and posts. This
document indicates a letter from one of the
pilgrimages, Mahmoud Kamel Taleb, who
had a brotherhood with Sheikh Jum’a Al
Imam. He was asking Sheikh Jum’a, in this
letter, to send supplies and food to Al Faqir
citadel and collect some of his financial
rights from a number of Al Ula’s people.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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A LETTER FROM
AL ALI CLAN’S ELDER TO
AL FOQARAA CLAN'’S ELDERS

Source: Mohammed Bin
Abdulrahman Al Imam

The text

From Ahmed Al Imam to the elders Fahad,
Jadoo, Alhomaid Abo Mutlag, Saleem Al
Jadoo, Khalaf Al Usman Al Faqgir and
Mohammed Shubikaan; peace of Allah be
upon you. Fahad allied with Al Imam and Al
Hamid allied with Saad and his father a
long time ago. We have in your custody
three hundred pence in two bags which
was to Saleh Bin Hussein in addition to a
pilgrim’s camel for Saad Bin Musa Bin
Aamer. We are waiting for your answer; we
need to solve this issue friendly. We do not
want to attack Al Fogaraa: a friend will not
become an enemy again. If you have any
doubt about this, we could come and check
our things that are in your custody.
Regards,

Explanations:

This letter addressed from Sheikh Ahmed
Al Imam who is Al Ali clan's elder to the
senior elders of Al Foqgaraa clan of
Enazah: Fahad, Jadoo, Alhomaidi Abo
Mutlag, Saleem, Khalaf Bin Usman Al
Fagir and Mohammed Shubikaan Al
Fagir. They are the descendants of Saleh
Al Faqgir who reside in the north of Al Ula.
The letter states that Sheikh Fahad Al
Faqir allied with Imam Jum’a and Sheikh
Al Hamidi allied with Sheikh Saad Bin
Aamer a long time ago. What happened
was that a number of Al Fogaraa clan’s
people looted the camel of Saleh Bin
Hussein with some of the supplies and
cash that the camel was carrying. Sheikh
Ahmed Al Imam asked, in his message,
the aforementioned elders of Al Fogaraa
to return what was looted from Saleh Bin
Hussein to him and he reminded them of
the old alliance the exists between them.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed




) .L.u.,uizmu.ug-f'aﬂ“ﬁif"-—'J’a.u-.u flo
Ld'd-n-uf "'_'*'-I'LFI“L;J'J lels oot |_...JJ.4-"""‘,.-"4:JJ: Y
. ""t".;'l.p.l'_;.—'ln-l Lot yaa ’Uﬁ*ﬂﬂwy&xﬁﬁp
Varaiia (i, J_.ul Eyal)ar ez L)

ede g™ g iVJJ'-'f,.t(
[ - B n s s -

010 09-2021

sVl do>| wdg

» 1896 » 1314
AVl o> Jlaue Joxo  )Aowll

aiigll Lo
sl adgll loag planl (58 oaly (sle ade gll.....

olacy aosl ... Silly « oYl 30> Slow oo wiadgl
&olzllgeme&wwp@stleJx
&80 ponss « Juzdl 08 auill @y Vg « (sillaogll
loud Slges ¢ slie audg « ouSluolly chaall (sle
Llges aold] adell /sl allac Lyl Sy sJ s
paasi p3) S) 1ig dlasll Ol 98 WS aslaxl asg
51314 Jgl g, 4 paidl oS5 oz 13s

oVl sle guaadl

il g pidl b

el
f AN e Sl 2 iy A _:\-'im

:"““-}_ﬂvn-,.ik\“ L' &
| .

o o **....F.,.'.r,__.‘l-u_'p..'

o - P pordd o Sas i, ‘1"-’1!".
gl-‘l. I.J' ‘.II-I"#. LI ‘.“JL'!-‘* "t--‘ ek i'q‘_l

r
]

.

010.1-09-2021

90 LS aulixdl jass Sgeall sin I, 9 ki
e gy « vyl £ il b xe @lasdl ule
& 1314 Jgl g, 4 slaiios o) al )=V zuogu

ps oyl dow sde Mg a9 q"'ilc.m.zll
&8s plo & V oo i wxd Wl LSy Jgdl LS,
allly solall s (b Hhig wisll (85 &l ppio
. 81314 JgVl g0, 5 plel (sl alsew

) yuidl g il b

sewgo o pllw g

ol gl J2i palai Sz 555 WS oVl Ol s
&) 5 Loluell pae o W Ld § axuwwoll ,Job
1314 JgVI

o

Vo Byai yogay « > 9 sl 8 i Fuw
oo pYl do>l dexl oally aadgl o g 9 &)l
¢ ol daxwio 99 ullwgll awodl sde Mol
w9 dles] pu Jpady oMzl jasu Wil 3159
@lsw|ulb9:qn@:husgd\lgl|m
oo 889ll Jlgol ésle] (58 Jaell aol8ly 3=l Sla>]
JUn| pi 289 « plidl & Ml slul s>l gag ol i)
e Guaad) alSliow dslelg wadgll gu

THE ENDOWMENT (WAKF)
OF AHMED AL IMAM

1314 Hijri — 1896 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman
Al Imam

The Text

... Was sold to his father in the Levant; this endowment
was gifted after the death of Ahmed Al Imam, which ....
Ahmed in addition to some palms, a lamp to light up the
Middle Mosque and dinner presented to poor people. I
ask for returning the endowment to me. I also ask the
state to apply fairness to my case as it always does. For
this reason, I submitted this to your majesty.

In 4-Rabi II-1214 Hijri.

Sheikh Ali Al Imam

The Deputy of Sharif Legislator

After observing this case, we see that from the point of
view of justice as well, the deputy of Sharif legislator has
some rights. Therefore, the endowment will back to him.
In 4-Rabi II-1214 Hijri.

Praise be to Allah alone; pray to be upon his Messenger.
We verdict that the endowment must be returned to its
original owner, who did not pay it or make any betray
action on it. The judge observed this case; Allah Almighty
knows best. In 5-Rabi II-1214 Hijri.

The Deputy of Sharif Legislator

Sheikh Salem Bin Musa

As it is sentenced, the endowment’s palms will be
returned to the Mosque’s watcher ... there are not any
objections regarding this.

In 5-Rabi II-1214 Hijri.

Explanations:

This document is a complaint submitted by Sheikh Al
Al Imam, the elder of Al Ali clan at that time,
regarding the actions of some of the heirs by selling
the property that his father, Ahmed Al Imam, had
endowed to the Middle Mosque, which is the Al Ali
Mosque. The endowment was some palms, a lamp
(to light up the mosque) and dinner (a gift for Allah’
sake). Sheikh Ali asked for justice and fairness by
returning the endowment money from those who
bought it, one of Al Ula’s people who was living in
the Levant. Eventually, the sale of the endowment
has been nullified and the property was returned to
Sheikh Ali.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE ALLIANCE OF AL AIDA
& PEOPLE OF AL ULA

1203 Hijri— 1788 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Abdulgader Bin Noah

The Text

Praise be to Allah. A group of Muslims came to
Sheikh Bin Budair’s council; they are Sheikh Sanad
Bin Sheikh Ali Bin Sheikh Hamdad Al Aida, Ali Bin
Sheikh Ahmed Bin Sheikh Omar, Saad Bin Sheikh
Abdulghani Bin Sheikh Omar, Taleb Bin Sheikh
Thahir Bin Sheikh Omar, Abdullah Bin Mohammed
Bin Salem Bin Imam Ali, Ali Bin Hamad Bin Hawayan,
Ahmed Bin Abdullah Bin Saleh Bin Rahma, Jum‘a Bin
Saeed Bin Dreihim, Jabir Bin Suleiman Bin Hamid Bin
Ali, Mohammed Bin Ahmed Bin Suleiman Bin Heba,
Ahmed Bin Ibrahim Bin Zabon, Ibrahim Bin
Mohammed Bin Hawayan, Ibrahim Bin Mohammed
Hawayan, Ibrahim Bin Abdullah Bin Lami, Salem Bin
Imam Abdulmajeed Bin Imam Mohammed, Jum’a Bin
Imam Ibrahim Bin Baker, Ibrahim Bin Sheikh Jum’a
Bin Abduldaiem, Hussein Bin Mohammed Bin Ibrahim
Bin Awdah, Hamad Bin Awdah Bin Hamad Bin
Dakhilullah, Ahmed Bin Taleb Bin Ahmed Bin
Mahfouz and others. The aforementioned met and
reached an alliance with Sanad Bin Ali Al Aida and
they pledged to Allah. They will support each other
in war and peace. Sanad is on behalf of Weld Ali and
the aforementioned people of Al Ula are on behalf of
the whole people of Al Ula.

Explanations:

The alliance documents consider important historical
documents that the ancient people of Al Ula
established with the surrounding clans. They
demonstrate a clear image of the political and
security situation that prevailed at that time. While
the brotherhood agreements used to be reached
among individuals, the alliance documents were
reached among clans. The alliance includes
protecting and defending from surrounded threats of
the two parties. However, that does not require
material or in-kind rewards for the other party,
where they were required for the brotherhood’s
agreements most of the time. This document,
estimated to be about 240 years old, talks about an
agreement between the elders of Al Ula with Sheikh
Sanad Al Aida, from Weld Ali from Enazah clan that
were resident in the south and east of Al Ula. Both
parties pledged to Allah to reach an alliance for
supporting each other in war and peace. They
pledged to Allah that their alliance will be permanent
and that none would betray the other until Allah
inherited the earth. The elders who vouched to reach
this alliance were Sheikh Sanad Bin Ali Al Aida, on
behalf of Weld Ali and Sheikh Taleb Bin Budair, on
behalf of Al Ula’s people.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE ROLE OF AL AARIFAH
“THE WISE MAN”
IN REACHING RECONCILIATION
BETWEEN PEOPLE

1233 Hijri— 1817 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Abdulgader Bin Noah
The Text
Praise be to Allah. Due to the dispute between
Salman Bin Issa Bin Salman Bin Abdullah Bin Issa
and Abdullah Bin Hamoud Bin Abdullah Bin Musa,
they complained to Mohammed Bin Ahmed Bin
Mohammed Bin Noah; the dispute was about the
water gutter on the roof. Salman Bin Issa said; “Oh
Aarifah, as you know our house and Yousef’s house,
in the passageway, are one block and have a roof
that was two parts. My grandfather bought the
southern part and Hamoud bought the northern part.
In addition, there was a water gutter before. The
southern roof’s gutter became on the northern roof;
people can witness it”. Abdullah Bin Hamoud said,
“"Oh Aarifah, we have never Abosed him, from my
grandfather to his father. The gutter water doesn’t
run from a roof to a roof; for Allah’ sake; his gutter
drains on my house’s door”. The Aarifah asked
Salman to bring something to prove his complaint.
He brought a paper from his grandfather that
mentioned the water gutter of their roof runs on
Abdullah Bin Hamoud’s roof. The Aarifah reached
reconciliation between them by the attendance of
Khalifa Bin Issa Bin Salman Bin Abdullah and other
people in Al Mohammed Council. Ibrahim Bin Sheikh
Jum’a witnessed it and they reached reconciliation
about the case of the southern water runs on the
northern water. Mohammed Bin Makki witnessed it
and they reconciled. Mohammed Bin Ali Bin Saeed
Bin Dakhilullah, Saeed Bin Mohammed Bin Saeed Bin
Khalifa, Mohammed Bin Hassan Alwan, Musa Bin
Ahmed Bin Issa and others witnessed it. Mohammed
Bin Ahmed Bin Noah wrote it in 1233 Hijri.

Explanations:

The Aarifah is a man or several ones known for
their wisdom and impartiality; they are well
respected among people. People used to turn to
these Aarifah in order to reach reconciliation
between litigants before the problem reaches the
town’s judge. That is what this document talks
about; a reconciliation meeting was settle in the
council of Al Mohammed Clan in the old town of
Al Ula, for reaching reconciliation between two
neighbors who had disputed about the
installation of a water gutter. The gutter water
affected one of the two neighbors where it was
draining in front of his house. Therefore, people
turned to these Aarifah to take his advice.
Eventually, reconciliation was reach between
them.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE RULE OF RESIDING IN AL ULA

1287 Hijri — 1870 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Abdulgader
Bin Noah

The Text

Peace of Allah is upon his last prophet. A
group of Muslims met on Salem Bin Najdi
council; they are Judge Musa Bin Al Qadi
Salem, Imam Hamad Bin Imam Salem, Thahir
Bin Mohammed Bin Noah, Musa Bin Hamad
Bin Dakhilullah, Ibrahim Bin Abdulkareem,
Mohammed Bin Issa, Mohammed Bin Jum’a,
Abdulrahman Bin Weld Ahmed, Ahmed Bin
Sheikh Taleb Bin Ali Bin Budair, Mohammed
Bin Awad, Rabie Bin Ali Bin Hawayan, Ahmed
Bin Mohammed Abo Farhan, Sharif Hamad Bin
Zabon, Salem Bin Najdi and others. They
agreed that if anyone bothered or abused the
town’s guests, he would take responsibility for
what he has done. His house will be burn. If
there is blood money, his properties will not
be sold unless he has much money and he
must sell what will be enough to be exiled
from the town. If he has few properties, he
must sell what will be enough to pay for what
he did. The elders of Al Ula agreed on
themselves. The aforementioned people
witnessed it in addition to Thahir Bin
Mohammed in 1287 Hijri, who also wrote it.
Allah is the best witness.

Explanations:

People of Al Ula used to host other people
who came from the surrounding villages and
deserts to buy and sell in the town’s markets.
They were staying days or weeks in the town’s
outskirts. During their residing, conflicts may
happen between them and the people of Al
Ula. In order to maintain good and permanent
relations with the surrounding villages and
deserts, the notables and elders of Al Ula
adopted laws and penalties against the
offender who must take the whole
responsibility of his actions alone. These
penalties were:

1. Burn the house that he lives in.

2. Sell his properties if there was blood money.
3. If he has many properties, some of them
will be sold in order to exile him from the town.
4. If he has few properties, a sufficient part
will be sold to exile him from the town.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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SALAH SPRING’S PEOPLE

1307 Hijri — 1889 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Abdulgader
Bin Noah

The Text

Praise be to Allah. That is what the spring’s
people agreed upon, Salah people, in the council
of Abdullah Bin Thahir Bin Noah. They bought a
share of the spring; it was a half-sixth of the
share of Abdullah Bin Mohammed Abo Khamis, by
the attendance of the owners and workers of the
spring. They assigned Abdulrahman Bin Saleh Bin
Hussein as the supervisor of the spring, and he
can lay off the workers on extreme heat and
winter days. They gave him a half-sixth share of
the spring to drink from it. If he does not work
very well or let the workers work too much, the
share will be withdrawn from him and another
supervisor will be assigned instead. The
supervisor does not work in the spring; he gives
orders and manages the spring and he will have
a salary. If someone does not work very well or
he is in debt and did not pay his debt, the
supervisor adds his water’s share to the spring
until he pays the debt. Salem Bin Mohammed
Alwan, Abdullah Bin Thahir Bin Noah, Mohammed
Bin Musa Bin Issa, Hamad Bin Abdullah Alhiri and
Mohammed Bin Ali Bin Dakhilullah witnessed it.
Judge Salem Bin Al Qadi Musa wrote it. No one of
the workers must disobey the orders of the
supervisor. Judge Salem Bin Musa wrote it in
1307 Hijri.

Explanations:

This ancient document talks about how the
people of Al Ula used to manage the springs’
water. It demonstrates a kind of strict
management of distributing the springs’ water in
addition to managing the labor, who owns these
springs, by determining their duties and
responsibilities. Moreover, they emphasize
obeying the supervisor of the spring and respect
his decision, who was Abdulrahman Bin Saleh Bin
Hussein that they had assigned and granted him
immunity and executive power. They imposed a
penalty against anyone who contradicts his
orders: his water’s share will be stop and added
to the other farmers’ shares. The advanced
management system of the springs” water of the
ancient town of Al Ula reflects the communal
development that it reached. Salah spring is one
of the oldest agricultural springs of Al Ula. Before,
it was called Salah Rock and it dried in 1403 Hijri,
1983 A.D.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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BROTHERHOOD
OF
AL MOHAMMED FAMILY

1338 Hijri — 1919 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Abdulgader Bin Noah

The Text

Praise be to Allah; peace of Allah be upon his last
prophet. On Saturday-Dhu‘l Qi‘dah-1338 Hijri, the
wise man Aqgla Bin Hatban Bin Wasel Althaati
attended, who has no legal prohibitions, confessed
and testified on himself, was neither forced nor
oppressed nor betrayed; he attended on behalf of Al
Thata. Al Moshref joined the brotherhood of Al
Mohammed family. He attended with Mohammed
Bin Zahwa, Jihad Bin Aaed Alhreri, Abdullah Alhreri
and Khalaf Alhreri. Anyone who comes to Al
Mohammed family either from Al Thata or from Al
Moshref will take the tribute on behalf of Al Tawalah.
Allah witnessed it; Allah is the best witness. Abdullah
Bin Thahir Bin Mohammed Bin Noah, Ahmed Bin
Salem Alshwekan, Mohammed Bin Abdullah
Alshwekan attended. Ibrahim Bin Salem Bin Ibrahim
Fadel wrote it in 1338 Hijri.

Explanations:

Before the unification of Saudi Arabia, the only thing
organized the people’s life was the tribal rules that
they had imposed: there were no laws. One of these
rules was the brotherhood rule that spread in many
parts of the Arabian Peninsula and the Arab world. It
has many names: Khewah, Khawah, Ekhawah or
Mowakhat. The brotherhood rule based on
exchanging Benefits which not necessarily to be
financial. Sometimes, the hospitality is sufficient to
establish the brotherhood: the people of Al Ula may
need a safe passage towards Madinah or Makkah, for
Hajj and the nomads need a host in order to stay
with him in the town for trading in the town’s market
in addition to collecting his rights safely. This
document talks about a brotherhood that was
already established between Al Mohammed clan,
Theta clan, Moshref Hrerat (from Tawalah from
Enazah who their lands are located in the south and
east of Al Ula in Ain village) and Qwaie Turk. It also
mentioned that Sheikh Agla Bin Hatban Bin Wasel
Althaati had attended on behalf of Al Theta and Al
Moshref joined and had vouched for them before Al
Mohammed family. Moreover, since they used to stay
with Al Mohammed family when they come to Al Ula
and that they have a tribute they take every year,
anyone who comes to Al Mohammed family from Al
Theta or Moshref takes the tribute on behalf of Al
Tawalah. The tribute was, often a bag of dates. It
was witnessed Sheikh Abdullah Bin Thahir Bin Noah,
the elder of Al Mohammed clan; Mohammed Bin
Zahwa, one of Al Moshref elders; three men from
Hrerat, Jihad Bin Aaed Alhreri, Abdullah Alhreri and
Khalaf Alhreri.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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RENEW THE RULES
OF THE SPRINGS’ WATER

1350 Hijri — 1931 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Abdulqgader Bin Noah

The Text

In the name of Allah the Merciful. Peace of Allah be upon our Prophet
Mohammed, his family and his companions. This agreement reached on
Friday 25 - Dhu'l-Qi'dah — 1350 Hijri. After what we see regarding the
water’s transaction among people, we figured out that lying spread among
people and we were afraid that strife might occur among the absurd
people. Therefore, we decided to impose a new rule regarding Tid'el,
Jadidah, Awja and Salah springs in addition to the aforementioned rule.
First, the supervisor must measure the farmers’ share equally during the
daytime or nighttime to assure distributing the shares correctly. In
addition, he must guarantee that each farmer takes his share during his
determined period in order to prevent any problems during the
distribution. The supervisor may change some shares between daytime to
nighttime or vice versa due to the bias towards some farmers. The penalty
of disobeying this rule is paying ten pence and stopping the share of the
water of either Tid'el or another spring until he pays ten pence: five for
the fund, four for the spring’s owner and one for the supervisor. The
purpose of this penalty is to prevent people from lying. If someone
changes his share between daytime and nighttime, he pays two pence to
the fund. If this change causes a shortage of water, he pays for this loss
in addition to stopping his share. They agreed on that and issued this
paper. We trust in Allah; peace of Allah be upon our Prophet Mohammed,
his family and his companions.

Elders (Sheikhs)
Ibrahim Al Hujairi

Ibrahim Bin Noah
Abdulrahman Bin Noah

Abdulmajeed Al Imam
Dakhilullah Abu Al
Hassan
Mohammed Musa Issa

Ali Sweri

Saleh Bin Hussein Mohammed Suleiman Jum‘a
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Notables
. I Salem Abdullah Abu Mohammed
Salem Bin Rashid Abdullah Jarullah Mol Abu Taleb
Mohammed Musa Ahmed Bin Noah Mohammed
Musa Salem Shukur ;
Mansour Ibrahim Issa
Mohammed Saleh Jum’a ; Musa Abu
Issa Algadi Musa Shgiaglumq Zabnah
Mohammed Sweri Awdah Rozig Mohammed Ibrahim Mohammed
Nasser Abdulkareem
: " . Awdah
Dakhilullah Fadel Ali Abdullah Makki Saleh Mansur )
Khorineg

Ibrahim Bin Jum‘a

Saleh Imam

Suleiman
Mohammed Taleb

Salman Ali Taleb

Ahmed Ali

Abdullah Abu Hurair

Mohammed Bin

Saad Alrayyes
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Abdulkareem Jum’a
. Mohammed .
Mohammgd_ Bin Salem Algadi Suleiman Twaim Salem Thahlr
Husseini Twaim
. - Mohammed Mohammed Abu
Hussein Shweikan MU Renl i Ubaid Saleh Shukur
Abdullah
Abdullah e Awdah Ruwae’e Ahmed Mansur Mohammed
Shweikan .
Shweikan
Mohamme(_:l Musa Tawim Mohammed Saleh Omar Bin Lami
Almawlawi Abdulkareem
- Lol Mohammed Ali Fadel Saad Ahmed Yusuf AhimiEdaiduliah
Abdulkareem Yusuf
Ahmed Ibrahim . . ; Mohammed
Algadi Saleh Bin Ibrahim Ali Abdullah Hamoud Saleh Shweikan
Ahmed Somaihan iy by
Alrayyes

Explanations:

The old town of Al Ula has written rules for the springs’ water that were
followed by all farmers who benefit from them. With time changing, novel
phenomena appeared among people, such as telling lies by some absurd
people. To prevent any strife among people because of these absurd
people, the elders of the town (the people of Tid'el, Jadidah, Awja and
Salah springs) met and renew the old rules in line with the stage of
development on one side and the social and economic improvements on
the other side which occurred in Al Ula community. They imposed rules
and penalties to be an obstacle to the vandals and sustain justice and
fairness. The elders and notables signed this agreement and they agreed
among each other.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE MARRIAGE AID

1286 Hijri — 1869 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Abdullah Al Jood

The Text

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Satan; in the name
of Allah the Merciful; there is no strength or power except in
Allah Almighty. Praise be to Allah the Almighty, the Merciful
Who divided His creation into two parts and said this part
goes to heaven and the other goes to hell. We praise Allah for
the bounties that He gives us. We bear witness that there is
no god but Allah alone, Who has no partner forever and that
Mohammed is His slave and messenger; may Allah bless him,
his family and his great companions. Having said this is the
list that is accomplished in this council; it presents a norm of
this town. Salem Bin Ahmed Bin Hamad Bin Mayas wanted to
marry Fatima Bint Mohammed Bin Hamad Bin Mayas. The
marriage already happened on the third Friday of the fourth
Toman in 1286 Hijri, Allah knows. Judge Suleiman Bin Al Qadi
Salem Bin Al Qadi Ahmed Bin Al Qadi Ibrahim, his brother and
his brother’s sons one Hundred Cyprus. Judge Jum‘a Bin Al
Qadi Suleiman Bin Al Qadi ... Bin Al Qadi Ibrahim and his
sons, ... one hundred Cyprus. Rashid Bin Al Qadi Ahmed Bin
Al Qadi Ibrahim and his sons one hundred Cyprus. Imam
Hamad Bin Imam Salem Bin Imam Abdulmajeed Bin Imam
Mohammed, his sons and his brother's sons a hundred
Cyprus. Mohammedin Bin Abbas Bin Orabi Bin Mowais and his
sons twenty-four Cyprus. Abdullah Bin Ismail Bin Orabi Bin
Mowais and his nephew, Mustafa, twenty-four Cyprus. Rayyes
Ahmed and his sons thirty-seven Cyprus. Salem Bin Awdah
Bin Ahmed Bin Shokor and his sons thirty-seven Cyprus. Musa
Bin Mohammed Bin Shokor and his sons twenty-five Cyprus.
Ali Bin Salem Bin Jum’a Bin Suleiman Bin Shokor twenty-five
Cyprus. Abdullah Bin Shoaib Bin Abdullah Bin Hamad Bin
Sheryan and his brother's sons, Ahmed, twenty-five. Awdah
Bin Jum’a Bin Ibrahim Bin Ali Bin Hamad Bin Hamid thirty-
seven Cyprus. Musa Bin Saleh Bin Awdah Bin Ali Bin Hamad
Bin Hamid thirty-seven Cyprus. Abdullah Bin Saeed Bin
Mohammed Bin Tamim and his sons fifty Cyprus. Musa Bin
Abdullah Bin Khalifa Bin Tamim and his brother Mohammed
fifty Cyprus. Abdullah Bin Mohammed Bin Hussein Bin Ali Bin
Musa Areef and his brother Musa thirty-seven Cyprus. Musa
Bin Awdah Bin Hamad Bin Toayma, his cousin Mohammed
and his son Abdullah thirty-seven Cyprus. Bakheet Bin Ali Bin
Toayma and his brother’s sons, Salem, thirty-seven Cyprus.
Salem Bin Mohammed Bin Salem Bin Abdullah Bin Shokor and
his brothers thirty-seven Cyprus.

Explanations:

In ancient times, if anyone of Al Ula’s people wanted
to get married, his people and relatives including the
bride’s family members would group and write a list
of the names of the elders, notables and friends who
would aid the groom, according to a rule called the
Hatta or Hatat. This document talks about the
marriage of Salem Bin Ahmed Bin Mayas, from
Kholais Almazroi family, to his cousin Fatima. It was
on the third Friday of the fourth Toman in 1286 Hijri.
The people of Al Ula called Rabi I, Rabi II, Jumada I
and Jumada II the Toman months: Tom I is Rabi I,
Tom II is Rabi II, Tom III is Jumada I and Tom 1V is
Jumada II. They used to list the names of the elders
and notables including the amount of the aids and
gifts that were measured by using the Cypriot, an old
measurement that was used to estimate the amount
of the aid in the Hatta list.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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MARRIAGE CONTRACT

1297 Hijri — 1880 A.D.
Source Mohammed Abdullah Al
Jood

The Text

Praise be to Allah. This is the
marriage contract of Aisha Bint Jum‘a
Abu Zabnah to Ahmed Bin Hamad
Bin Ahmed Bin Kholais. Her dowry is
twenty pence in advance and five
pence for later in addition to bedding
set, a cloak, a mattress, seven cloth
pieces and a full paid Hajj trip. The
permanent gift is Merwed palms in Al
Qasser. It was witnessed by Jum’a
Bin Saad, Hamad Bin Khorineq and
Imam Salem. Abdul Rashid Bin
Salem wrote it, by his father's
authorization, in 1297 Hijri.

Explanations:

Judge Salem Al Imam authorized his
son Abdul Rashid Al Imam to write
the marriage contract on his behalf.
This document talks about the
marriage of Ahmed Bin Hamad
Kholais Almazroi to Aisha Bint Jum’a
Abu Zabnah, from Al Ali clan.
Moreover, the dowry was twenty-five
pence (twenty pence will be paid in
advance and five later), bedding set,
a cloak, a mattress (made of goat's
fur), seven cloth pieces and a full
paid Hajj trip to Mecca. Additionally,
she will be given a permanent gift
that is palm trees of the Merwed
type in their orchard called Al
Qasser, which is located in Al
Khateeb area of Al Ula.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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SOME OF THE
PALMS & PLACES’ NAMES

1321 Hijri — 1902 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Abdullah
Al Jood

The Text

The sons of Mohammed Bin Mayas
divided the Mosque’s house; west of
Sabiri; three palms, in the western
Jibreen; the northern palm, in the farm
of Ahmed’s sons; the northern share, in
Dhahra that includes the Merwed palms
and the two western Sawda palms;
Bleda, Robat Khathri, the eastern share,
in Birr; the eastern Bint Badriya, Qa’is
and the palm of Ahmed'’s sons, a half of
Zwah in Karba , a half Karba and a half
Tarfa. There is no unfairness among
them. Saleem Bin Madi witnessed it.
Omar Bin Saleem witnessed and wrote it
in 1320 Hijri. One condition is to share
the bounties of Jibreen. Another
condition is to eliminate the water
mortgage that occurred before this
division in 1321 Hijri.

Explanations:

The people of Al Ula cared about palms
and orchards with the utmost care and
attention. As a kind of this interest was
naming places and palms with special
names, where each palm tree or
orchard has its distinctive name.
Among many documents that talked
about the names of the palms and
places, we took this document as an
example. In this document, we can
find the names of ancient places:
Sabiri, Jibreen, Dhahra, Blida, Birr,
Zwah and Karba. Also, among the
ancient palms’ names that were
mentioned in this document are the
Merwed, Sawda, Khathri, Badriya,
Qua’is and Qarn.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE SEASONAL
HEJER MARKET

1321 Hijri — 1902 A.D.
Source: Mohammed Abdullah
Al-Jood

The Text

Allah knows that Mohammed Kholais was
standing with a merchant in the Hejer and
checking a plate; Hamoud Bin Qabal Alhajari
took it then he gave it to a man called
Abdullah Bin Mahel Alsuhaimi, who steals it.
Oh Mohammed Kholais, the merchant seized
me in order to bring his plate back. He says
that it was me who had taken the plate and
given it to the nomads; he told me to bring it
back. We found someone who can tell us
where Abdullah is.

Explanations:

During the Shami Hajj convoy, a seasonally
open market is held in the Hejer (Madain
Saleh) in which pilgrims trade and
exchange goods they bring with them from
the Levant with the people of Al Ula. On the
other hand, the people of Al Ula sell their
local goods (such as dates, grains,
margarine and supplies) that the pilgrims
may need for their way-back trip to their
country. They also buy from the pilgrims
clothes and household items that are not
available in the markets of Al Ula.
Sometimes, disputes may occur between
the pilgrims and local people; this
document talks about one of these
disputes. A man from Al Ula called Hamad
Bin Kholais wrote this letter to his family in
Al Ula telling them that while he was
shopping in the Hejer market, he found a
dish and wanted to buy it from a pilgrim
merchant. During that, he gave the plate to
a man called Hamoud Bin Qabal Alhajari
from Al Fogaraa tribe, from the people of
the Hejer. Hamoud gave it to another man
called Abdullah Bin Mahel Alsuhaimi who
took it and fled. The merchant seized
Hamad Kholais and asked him to return his
plate. He said in his letter, "We have found
a man who can tell us where Abdullah Bin
Mahel is to take the plate from him”.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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AL HAWAYAN DOCUMENTS

THE CONSTRUCTION OF
AL SAKHRAH MOSQUE
BY AHMED BIN YUSRA

780 Hijri — 1378 A.D.
Source: Saleh Bin Mohammed
Al Hawayan

The Text

This document stated that people from Bani Sakher
testified on themselves that they sold their houses that
located on Ad'darb, Al Sakhrah houses, to Ahmed Bin
Yusra; he paid a hundred Saa of barley and twenty
dinars that measured by the Damascene measure.
Salman received the amount and gave the houses to
Ahmed, who received and acted on them like owners
who act in their properties. Ahmed Bin Yusra demolished
the houses and constructed a Mosque instead to be a gift
to Allah’ sake, Ahmed and Al Ukool called it Al Sakhrah
Mosque. It is bounded to the north by Darb Ashogeg and
Tabaqgat Al Metraksha and the house of Al Sokoor to the
south; to the east, it is bounded by Al Meshrak and
Khizanat Alhomilaat; to the west, it is bounded by Al Al
Castle. It is an in-kind endowment and the good people
of my descendants will handle it. He will be responsible
for this endowment in addition to constructing, prayer
calling (Azan) and praying. Mohammed Bin Shairah,
Rahma Bin Saleh, Ibrahim Bin Khalil and Salah Bin
Najeeb Altimani, who is an alliance to Alyaseerah,
witnessed on this document. The endowment will be for
the good of Ahmed Bin Yusra’s descendants and they will
make what was mentioned above. Judge Abdulaziz
witnessed and wrote it in 780 Hijri. Then, Mohammed Bin
Ameen modified it in 975 Hijri; Mohammed Bin Doghan
Al-Qadi modified it in 1071 Hijri; Musa Bin Al Qadi Salem
Bin Ahmed Al Qadi modified it from the handwriting of
Judge Mohammed Bin Doghan.

Explanations:

This historical document is considered one of the
oldest historical documents of the people of Al-Ula,
which its age exceeds 650 years ago. The document
mentioned that Sheikh Ahmed Bin Yusra, one of the
ancestors of the Alyaseerah clan from Harb,
purchased houses from the Bani Sakher that are
located in Darb near the castle in the old town of Al-
Ula. After that, he demolished these houses and
constructed a Mosque in their place that he endowed
it as a Wakf, to Allah Almighty. On the other hand,
the document referred to the castle in the middle of
the town as Al Ali castle and the price of the houses
was a hundred Saa’ (almost 2.4 kg) of barley and
twenty dinars. In some documents, the Mosque was
called Ashogeg Mosque and Alyaseerah Mosque in
other documents. Moreover, Ahmed Bin Yusra gifted
some share of Al Moallag spring’s water for the
Mosque where its benefit goes to the Mosque. Other
Al Ula’s documents mentioned that there are many
wills, donations and various endowments from a
number of the town's people to this Mosque.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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AHMED BIN YUSRA IS PURCHASING
THE DAHWA LANDS FROM HIS WIFE
AL SHARIFA ALIA

782 Hijri — 1380 A.D.
Source: Saleh Bin Mohammed Al-Hawayan

The Text

In the name of Allah the Merciful...

Ahmed Bin Yusra agreed that his wife Alia Bint Ali
Alhasani needs from his side one thousand dirhams,
which is calculated by using the Sham’s measure. This
amount was the price of the land that she had already
purchased including water and palms...

And Kindarat to Abo Hammad to the east; it is bounded
by Tayamanah to the east of Al Moalaq; to the north, it is
bounded by Sail Talah Alsamrah; to the west, it is
bounded by the mountain; to the south, it is bounded by
Alyaseerah. These are the boundaries of the land of
Ad’'dahwa. The selling including a part of the Moalaq
spring: three-quarters of one share from Ahmed and a
quarter from his son Khwaiter. The house and orchard
are included in this selling as was mentioned above: they
will be owned by Ahmed, the orchard and the fees.
Ahmed Bin Yusra attended and witnessed on himself.
Ahmed Omar attended and witnessed what was written
on this paper. It was written by Khateeb in 782 Hijri. It
was modified by Ahmed Bin Al Qadi Mohammed Bin
Ameen Bin Mohammed Bin Al Qadi Elan Bin Al Qadi Sabe’
Bin Al Qadi Jebrail Bin Al Qadi Abdulaziz Bin Al Qadi Saleh
in 785 Hijri. In addition, Al Wadaia in Basisah with
Ratimah was included in the selling to Ahmed on the
aforementioned date.

The price was three thousand dirhams and thirty Kail of
barley. It was written by Khateeb; We trust in Allah. It
was modified by Judge Ahmed Bin Mohammed Ameen in
Al Ula in 1085 Hijri.

Explanations:

The document illustrates an important era in the history
of Al Ula. Sheikh Ahmed Bin Yusra bought from his wife,
Al Sharifa Alia Bint Ali Alhasani, her land that she bought
in Al Ula, which is called Ad'dahwa lands. Using a
describing method, the land’s boundaries and location
were determined; the ancient historical documents used
this method for determining and identifying properties
and agricultural holdings. The price of this property was
three thousand dirhams and thirty Kail (almost 2.5 kg) of
barley. This document was written again several times by
the first judges of Al Ula and the last one who modified
and rewrote it was Judge Ahmed Bin Mohammed Ameen
in 1085 Hijri.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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Repurchase of
Ad’'dahwa Land

785 Hijri — 1383 A.D.
Source: Saleh Bin
Mohammed Al Hawayan

The Text
In the name of Allah the
Merciful...

That what Ahmed Bin Yusra
agreed on; he repurchased
what his wife, Al Sharifa Alia
Bint Ali, had already bought in
Al Ain Dahwa for six thousand
dirhams cash that measured by
the Sham’s measure. Oun Bin
Tamamah witnessed it; Al Qadi
Moazen Lillah wrote it in 17-
Rabi I-785 Hijri.

Explanations:

The document clarifies that
Sheikh Ahmed Bin Yusra, the
Sheikh of Alyaseerah clan,
repurchased what his wife, Al
Sharifa Alia Bint Ali Alhasani,
had already bought from him, in
Al Ain Dahwa; the price was six
thousand dirhams, which
measured by the Sham'’s
measure. The Sham’s measure
is a well-known measure in the
Levant, also known as the
Damascene measure.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE ENDOWMENTS (WAKF)
OF AL SAKHRAH MOSQUE

787 Hijri — 1385 A.D.
Source: Saleh Bin Mohammed Al Hawayan

The Text

The date is 787 Hijri. Ahmed Bin Yusra and Rahmah Bin
Saleh endowed to the mentioned Mosque a quarter of
water share, of Allah’s grace, of Al Moalaq spring in Al-
Ula valley in the share of Masoud. Qomairah Mohammed
Shairah endowed of Zwaid Ashogeg in Al Sakhrah
passageway. Ahmed and Rahmah endowed five palms in
the north share and another five palms in Al Jwairi to the
east. For Al Solaeh share, anyone who buys or sells it will
be cursed; the good people of my descendants will
handle it. It was witnessed by Mohammed Shairah,
Rahmah Bin Saleh, Ibrahim Bin Khalil and Salah Bin
Najeeb Altimani (an ally of Ahmed Bin Yusra). Judge
Abdulaziz witnessed and wrote it., Mohammed Bin
Ameen modified it. From the handwriting of Mohammed,
Judge Doghan Bin Abdullah modified it. From the
handwriting of Doghan, Mohammed Bin Doghan modified
it in 1071 Hijri. Judge Musa Bin Salem Bin Ahmed Algadi
modified it in 1245 Hijri... from the water’s share; there is
one-sixth of Qomairah Saleh Bin Ibrahim. From Doghan’s
handwriting, there is one-sixth to Kina’a Bin Salem and
Radi a half of one-sixth; for Sheikh Hamad, a half of one-
sixth. For the share of Masoud, a blamed share from
Masoud Bin Saleh one-sixth and a half share .... Abdullah
Bin Ibrahim Bin .... as Masoud said will be transferred to
Salem Bin Harb. Qomairah Barakat Bint Mohammed. A
heritage from Barkot that is an endowment in Mawkof, a
half of one-sixth share of Arab Qomair Alradi’s water.
Abdulhadi a half of one-sixth. Today, Qomairah
Abdulrahman Bin Atiah a half of one-sixth. Abo Qarah a
half of one-sixth. Masoud’s share a half of one-sixth.
Qomair Bin Yasser. Form the handwriting of Doghan.
Qomrah Alhatait one-sixth. Alhasirah one-sixth. Bin Alsabi
a half of one-sixth. On our time, Qomairah Mohammed
Bin Ali a half of one-sixth. Heba a half of one-sixth.
Tofaha Bint Mohammed Saleh a half of one-sixth. Salman
Bin Ahmed a quarter of one-sixth. Ibn Dohaish a quarter
of one-sixth and a half of one-sixth in the share of
Hassan. Qomair Algadi Sharian a quarter. Al Arab one-
sixth. Today, Qamrah doesnt change. One-sixth from
Youssef Bin Salem in the Aleem’s share. Qomrah from
the handwriting of Doghan. Sheikh Hamad Bin Yunus a
half of one-sixth. Abdulhadi Bin Mohammed a half of
one-sixth.

Explanations:

After Sheikh Ahmed Bin Yusra built Al Sakhrah
Mosque, he established with some of his people,
many charitable endowments to the Mosque. These
endowments included shares of the spring’s water,
palms and parts of wills to the Mosque. Besides, he
underscored that these endowments belong to the
Mosque and not to be bought or sold. The document
was written again several times by the first judges of
Al Ula: it was modified in 1071 Hijri then again in
1245 Hijri. In addition, every update of the document
includes more people who gave endowments and
wills to the mosque.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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ASHOGEG PEOPLE
PURCHASE A HOUSE
AND GIFTED ITTO
AL SAKHRAH MOSQUE

1335 0 1916 -5
1335 Hijri — 1916 A.D.
Source: Saleh Bin Mohammed
Al Hawayan

The Text

In the name of Allah the Merciful...

The mentioned endowment to Al Sakhrah
Mosque was between the sons of Ahmed
Abo Ghadfaa Ali and his brother Issa. The
house is bounded by sons of Hussein Bin
Musa Budair to the north; to the east, it is
bounded by the sons of Saeed Hussein
Budair and the road; to the north, it is
bounded by the old Mosque; to the west, it
is bounded by the main road and the door.
The price is three hundred and twenty
Riyal. The mentioned selling is for the
whole people of Ashogeg, they are the
buyers. They gifted it to the Mosque for
Allah” sake, Allah is the best witness. It was
written by Bakheet Bin Mohammed
Hawayan in 15-Shaban-1335 Hijri. Sheikh
Saleh Abo Ahmed withessed it; Mohammed
Abdulrahman  Ateeq attended and
witnessed it. Musa Bin Salman Najdi, Rabie
Bin Omar Budair, Saleh Bin Musa Suqair
and Ali Bin Mohammed Abo Alghaith
witnessed it. The sons of Abo Ghadfaa’s
houses’ selling papers are with Abdulghani
Bin Saeed Budair. It was written by
Bakheet Bin Mohammed Hawayan in 15-
Shaban-1335 Hijri.

Explanations:

This is a relatively recent document; it
shows the continuation of goodness in the
local community of Al Ula. Ashogeg people
bought a house then endowed it to Al
Sakhrah Mosque. As a result, the house
became affiliated with the Mosque which
happened in the year 1335 Hijri. Al Sakhrah
Mosque went through several stages where
it was renovated many times and it remains
until the present day.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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PREVENTING THE COMPLAINT
AT THE STATE

1073 Hijri - 1662 A.D.
Source: Sami Bin Ahmad Al Imam

The Text

The people of these two generations lived in
falsehood. The people of this time have met to bury
the malicious manners that spread among them.
Reunite on honesty and loyalty and reconcile their
matter. From my side, Bin Arafah has nothing from
Yaqoub's side talking about violating the rules. In the
presence of Salman Bin Mohammed, Saeed Bin Alj,
Hamoud Hawi, Mohammed Bin Moamar, Ahmed Bin
Saleh, Hamdan Bin Dreihim, Ahmed Bin Jum’a,
Nasser Bin Mohammed Zabon, Qinaa, Issa Bin
Salman, Abdulrahman Bin Doghan, Salman Bin
Arafah, Mohammed Bin Awdah, Issa Bin Salman Bin
Lami and Ahmed Bin Suleiman. This document
includes that if an Al Alawi complains against another
Al Alawi and there are witnesses that the former
complained at the government and the pilgrims
incriminate this man, he should pay a “Hasham”.
This rule includes not only the people of Al Ula but
the pilgrims as well. This document was written by
Judge Mohammed Bin Doghan. It was issued in Safar
Al Mubarak in 1073 Hijri. It was observed by Judge
Ameen Bin Mohammed Ahmed Bin Mohammed
Ameen. The document’s modification was witnessed
by Saeed Bin Suleiman Bin Khalifa and Salamah Al
Ameel and was written by Judge Ameen in 1135
Hijri. Then, it was modified in 1185 Hijri by the son
of the late King Salman Bin Abdullah Bin Ahmed Bin
Issa (may Allah rest him in peace), which was
modified from an old paper in 1156 Hijri. The
modification witnessed by Jum’a Bin Ibrahim,
Mohammed Bin Awdah and Rashid Bin Ahmed
Alsana‘a. It was written by Judge Salman Bin Judge
Salman Bin Abdullah.

Explanations:

This is more than 370 years old document of old
rules of the people in Al Ula. It refers to the decline
of honesty and lack of loyalty among people. It also
mentioned that the new generation (at that time)
used to violate the rules and customs that followed
in order to organize the affairs of Al Ula. The
document related to regulating the relationship
between the people of Al Ula and pilgrims that come
with the Levant Hajj cavalcade. Disputes could occur
between them and some people of Al Ula; this
matter forces the pilgrims to complain at the
government against the Al Alawi (people of Al Ula).
This rule says that if an Al Alawi complains against
another Al Alawi at the government and elders of Al
Ula have evidence and witnesses proving that
complaint, the complainant must pay a "Hasham"
which is a fine or in kind with an acknowledged
amount. The document mentioned that the rule
applied to the people of Al Ula and foreign pilgrims
as well.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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A RULE BETWEEN THE NOMADS
AND AL ALAWIAN

1119 Hijri—1707 A.D.
Source: Sami Bin Ahmad Al Imam

The Text

This is an old rule in Al Ula that includes everything that
happened in Al Ula valley. The Al Alawnah united and they
assigned Judge Sabaa Bin Jibril to resolve any issues. In
addition to Zaeed Bin Ali, Judge Ahmad, Bathal Bin Khater,
Qaseem Bin Mohammed, Yaqoub Bin Musa, Muagqil Bin Jarbo,
Ahmad Bin Subaih and Khader Bin Imran in 1119 Hijri. The
judge said, “Fight them as they fight you.” A group of nomads
came and said, “We want reconciliation to end the bloodshed
of Muslims between the nomads and Al Alawnah. We brought
good news. We found a spring of water and we want to share
it with Al Alawnah.” The Al Alawnah said that the fee goes to
the town’s people and the prize goes to the nomads and the
person who found it in addition for protection and care. The
person who digs the spring and works on it will receive wheat
or barley. The person who discovered the spring takes one of
ten shares just if it is as great as Moalaq or Tid’el. Otherwise,
if it flows lightly as Barak, Nadah or Ghadran, the person who
discovered it takes half of one of ten shares. The rest of the
shares go to the people of Al Ula base on the number of
tribes. This was the ancestors of Al Ula have said and
witnessed. Moreover, if owner of the spring wants to let the
water run to the Al Alawnah, these actions will be accepted by
the nomads. The document was witnessed by Shurooq Al
Sakhri, Ubaid Abo Muaqgil and Hueml Bin Saleh Imran Bin
Mohammed Hassan Al Timani. This was a modification of
Judge Musa Bin Al Qadi Salem Bin Al Qadi Ahmad and one of
Judge Ahmed Bin Doghan’s modifications in 1035 Hijri. He
said while he was reading the document concentrically “In
order not to oppress anyone; now, I say exactly such.” It was
witnessed by Judge Suleiman, Hamad Bin Awdah Al Hujairi,
Sheikh Talib Bin Badir, Suleiman Bin Ali, Saleh Bin Hussein
son of Ahmed and Ibrahim Bin Mohammed Bin Noah.

Explanations:

This is a document of an old rule of the people in Al Ula.
It talks about the beginning of Al Ula town’s
establishment and the beginning of a vibrant civil society
when people started to settle in it. The document
indicates that these people from ancient times gathered
from several places and they were weak. They gathered
and agreed to assign Judge Saba Bin Jibril, who was the
grandfather of the Al Qudah clan in Al Ula to resolve their
issues. During that time, disputes arose between the Al
Alawnah (people of Al Ula) and the nomads over the new
springs that they found in the valley. Therefore, the
elders of both sides met in order to set a rule and end
the bloodshed and ward off disputes. The document
indicates that the nomads found a new spring and asked
the Al Alawnah to share and reclaim it with them.
Moreover, the document determined that the fees go to
the people of Al Ula with a prize for the nhomadic man
who found it, in addition for the protection and care. For
the worker who will dig the spring and work on it, his
wage will be wheat or barley that will be cultivated there.
On the other hand, if someone finds a great spring (like
the Moalaq or Tid'el), he takes one of ten shares of the
spring’s water. However, if the discovered spring is small
and cannot be categorized as a great one, he takes half
of one of ten shares, and the rest will be distributed
equally to the people of Al Ula according to the tribes
residing in it.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE ENDOWMENT
OF CROPS (WAKF)

1227 Hijri -1812 A.D.
Source Sami Bin Ahmad Al Imam

The Text

Praise be to Allah. This is the paper that
Imam Jum’a Bin Ibrahim gave to
Mubarak Bin Abdulwahed. It includes the
share of Mubarak: a share of half-quarter
of one-sixth. In addition to the share of
Jum’a: a share of a quarter of one-sixth
of one-fifth to Jum’a, Mohammed,
Ahmed and Ali which is a half waraga.
Jum’a gave it to Mubarak as a gift from
Imam Jum’a to Mubarak in addition to
their share of the endowment of crops.
Their share of the endowment will be a
present to Allah and the hereafter. The
waraga will not be close unless Mubarak
transfers the barley. It was witnessed by
Dakhillullah Al Dibisi Bin Awad, who was
assigned by Imam Jum’a. He will report
to Imam Salem. In addition, the Imam
gave his brothers a share of a quarter of
one-sixth of one-fifth. It was witnessed
by Dakhillullah Al Dibisi (Allah is the best
of witnesses). It was written by Imam
Salem Bin Imam Abdul Majid Bin Imam
Mohammed Bin Imam Saleh Bin Imam...
Bin Imam Doghan in 1227 Hijri.

Explanations:

The document explains a gift provided by
Imam Jum’a Bin Ibrahim, one of the
ancestors of the Al Ali clan in Al Ula.
After determining the name of the gifted
person - Mubarak Bin Abdulwahed and
the amount of the shares of the spring’s
water, he refers to the gifted person's
share of the endowment of crops (which
is the endowment of their grandfather).
The crops are dates, wheat or barley
belonging to the clan from an ancient
endowment.

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE ENDOWMENT AND ITS
IMPORTANCE FOR THE
ANCIENTS

1249 Hijri -1833 A.D.
Source: Sami Bin Ahmad Al Imam

The Text

Praise be to Allah. May Allah’s prayers
and peace be upon our prophet
Muhammad, his family and
companions...

Peace, mercy and blessings of Allah. A
special greeting to the Judge of Al Ula
Sheikh Bin Doghan, Allah blessed him.
As you know, Bin Alwan came with his
opponent to me in order to give a
verdict on their case between them.
Bin Alwan showed us the stipulation of
his grandfather’s endowment: it goes
to his sons and their sons. For the
females, they only take from the crops
during their life. However, we do not
know if the withesses of this stipulation
are there or not. We ask you (Judge of
Al Ula) to hear about his case. If Bin
Alwan has witnesses to prove the
stipulation or there are witnesses on
behalf of them, we ask you to judge
according to what came in the
stipulation. In other words, there must
be either the original withesses or
others on behalf of them. This
endowment will never be inherited and
it is an endowment for Bin Alwan’s
sons and their sons. After that, it goes
to the Prophet's Mosque. For your
information.

Peace, mercy and blessings of Allah.
May Allah’s prayers and peace be upon
our prophet Muhammad, his family
and companions...

21 Jum’ada - 1249 Hijri

Mr. Hassan Afandi

Sharia Judge in Madinah

Translations & Editing By: Mohammed Mosa Abdulwahed
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THE RULE OF THE
THIEF'S PENALTY

1274 Hijri - 1857 A.D.
Source: Sami Bin Ahmad Al Imam

The Text

....Ibrahim Bin Awdah Bin Nassif, Sheikh Zahir Bin Sheikh
Talib Bin Sheikh Zahir, Sheikh Musa Bin Sheikh Asaad,
Mohammed Bin Suleiman Bin Awad, Ahmed Bin
Mohammed Bin Saleh, Hamad Bin Ahmed Bin Jum’a, Rabi
Bin Ali Bin Hamdan and Musa Bin Saifi Bin Abdullah Bin
Nasser and Ibrahim Bin Awdah Bin Nassif, Ahmed Bin
Mohammed Bin Heba, Salem Bin Najdi Bin Salem, Judge
Suleiman Bin Al Qadi Salem Bin Al Qadi Ahmed, Musa Bin
Awdah Bin Hamad Bin Toayma, Ibrahim Bin Mohammed
Bin Ahmed Bin Noah, Awdah Bin Hamad Bin Awdah Bin
Hamad Bin Dakhilullah and Salem Bin Abdul Kareem,
Saleh Bin Hussein Bin Mohammed, Mohammed Bin
Ahmed Bin Ibrahim Bin Jum’a, Saad Bin Ali Bin Abdul
Salam, Ahmed Bin Saeed Bin Ibrahim Bin Sheikh Jum’a,
Abdullah Bin Ahmed Bin Sheikh Nasser and Ibrahim Bin
Jum’a Bin Saad. The abovementioned met to protect
their town and themselves from the house robber - the
traitor; If he was murdered or had a disability... or stole
from a woman’s house or a store. Robber must pay a
penalty of five hundred Dinars. If he does not have
money, he must leave the town. The one who steals at
night will pay a penalty of ten hundred pence... If he
steals in the daytime he pays five hundred pence... if he
want to come back to the town, must pay the penalty as
well... had a disability or was killed, people will contribute
to pay the blood money and he has no revenge right.
The abovementioned men on the top of the paper and
the testimony of Mohammed Ameen Bin Al Qadi Salem
Bin Al Qadi Ahmed in the year 1274 Hijri. This is a
modification from the handwriting of Judge Musa Bin Al
Qadi Salem Bin Abdulrahman Bin Al Imam Saleh Bin Al
Imam...

Explanations:

This is one of the old rules of people in Al Ula. It was
established by the attendance of most of the town’s
elders. This rule determines the penalty of five
hundred dinars for mugging a woman’s house or a
store. If the house owner murdered the thief or
caused him a disability, the thief will not have blood
money or compensation. Moreover, If the thief does
not have money to pay the penalty, he is exiled from
town. If the mugging is at night, the penalty
increases to 1000 pence and 500 pence if it was in
the daytime. Additionally, if he was exiled from town
then he wants to come back, he cannot stay unless
he pays the penalty. Besides, if he comes back to the
town and had a disability caused by the victim, he
cannot ask for compensation. Finally, if he was
murdered after he came back, the people of Al Ula
pay the blood money. His heirs cannot ask for
revenge or claim to exile the murderer from the
town, even if he fleeted from the town and stayed
with the nomads.
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A LETTER TO THE
JUDGE OF MADINAH

1328 Hijri - 1910 A.D.
Source: Sami Bin Ahmad Al Imam

The text
To his honor Judge of Madinah,

We would like to inform your majesty... about the
attorney and what happened with the District
Administrator of Al Ula against the attorney; some orders
were issued to the Al Ula attorney’s office in the past, but
he kept them with him after he had closed the envelope.
First, he saw these orders, gave some of them after
three months and the rest still with him until now.
Second, he is acting like there is no attorney and he is
doing his works; it is injustice.

Third, he did not apply the law for who comes to the
town.

Fourth, he said to the people, “I don't care about the
attorney; if anyone considers him, it is up to him. If
someone does not consider him, I will not enforce him to
consider him.”

Fifth, he says to the attorney, “come to my house and
bring the book with you to check it”, but the attorney did
not accept that... He also agreed with some corrupt men
and he did not prosecute them. The proof of that, he
sent a case to the attorney about a gift; the attorney
sentenced that the gifted person has the right to it, but
the opponent Abdulrahman Bin Hussein said, “I do not
accept his judgment.” He was offered to refer the case
and he accepted from the man to give the Fatwa.
Abdulrahman was rude to the judge many times. Also, he
insulted the judge and was never respectful and he
insulted the head of elders so he complained against
him. Therefore, people went to the Sharia rules and
cases were sued without the Attorney's knowledge. In
addition, people started to complain because of the lack
of judgment, but he did nothing. As a result, the
circumstance became terrible when the District
Administrator had come to the town and there were no
reforms though they were obeying the Attorney's
commands before. Besides, they testified that during the
Attorney's period the town's condition was great and
everyone; urban and nomad was grateful. We have the
right in this town and the people of the town felt bored
because of these matters. Therefore, we wanted to
inform you. The decision is for your majesty.

13 Jum’ada II — 1328 Hijri

The Sharif Attorney
Judge Abdulrahman Bin Imam Saleh Doghan

Explanations:

The Judge of Al Ula sent this letter to the Judge of Madinah.
It refers to a dispute between the Attorney Sharif Judge
Abdulrahman Bin Saleh Al Imam and the District Administrator
of Al Ula, who was assigned by the government of the Ashraf.
The dispute happened due to the interventions of the District
Administrator on many matters that reduce the prestige of the
judiciary. Besides, The town became in a miserable condition
because of these interventions, although he had been
advised. These actions caused a complaint and boredom of
people, urban and nomads. At the end of his message, the
judge clarifies that they are right.
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Commentary:

This document is a letter addressed by Sheikh
of Araban Beli Suleiman Bin Refada asks
Sheikh of Alliance sheikhs; Sheikh Saeed Bin
Abduldaem to be responsible for excesses of
the people of Al-Ula, under the Polardi or

decree recognized by Ottoman Empire.
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